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25 February 1866

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, new members were received. It was decided that "from now on the children of
baptized members of the congregation will be baptized. They are to be looked upon as members
of the congregation and, consequently, have the right to all of the privileges that God has granted
to his church." There was a request from members living at a distance that the congregation
would give assistance in obtaining a church building in an area that is increasingly populated. A
committee of the pastor and Elder Keppel will follow up on the request.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 258.

Page 258
Consistory Meeting of February 25, 1866
Absent: Brothers de Bruin, D. te Roller, and Kieft.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by the Rev. A. C. van Raalte, as chairman.
ARTICLE 2— Present at the meeting were Cornelis Bouman and Dina Bouman, nee
Deur, Jan Havekate, Geertrui Wilterdink, Geertrui Hesselink, Geertrui van Rij, Aafje
Poy, Jan A. Wilterdink, Gerrit Wilterdink, Ela Kieft, nee Helder; all of whom wished to
be admitted to the table of the Lord.
Wakker proposed that the four young women first receive additional instruction for a
time. This was rejected; whereupon, all were admitted, with the exception of Aafje Poy,
who will first be interviewed further by a committee. The committee consists of Keppel
and Labots.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided that from now on the children of baptized members of the
congregation will be baptized. They are to be looked upon as members of the
congregation and, consequently, have the right to all of the privileges that God has
granted to his church. However, admission to the table of the Lord requires a more
careful interview by the officebearers. Wakker expressed his opposition to this position,
and the direction in which it takes us. He acknowledges as members of the congregation
only those who have come to years of discretion and have through profession of faith
declared their willingness to take upon themselves the covenantal relationship. It was his
judgment that no member of the congregation should be hindered in participation of the
Lord's Supper for any reason other than lawful discipline.
ARTICLE 5 — A request from some members of the congregation who live too far away
from the church building was received, asking for assistance in obtaining an appropriate
church building, and the organization of a congregation in their neighborhood, which is
becoming increasingly populated. This was not only approved but there was
understanding of the great need that something must happen there, because of the
distance between here and Zeeland, or Overijsel, is too great and churches must be
established there. It was decided that a committee will go to the people living in these
areas for a meeting to make plans and seek means for implementation of an appropriate
arrangement. The committee consists of the minister and Keppel. They will meet on
Friday, March 2, at 6:30 P.M.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided to meet again, next Tuesday, March 6.
The meeting was closed by Brother Beeuwkes.
G. Wakker, clerk

